
September, 2019 

On behalf of the Board of Education, the faculty and staff and the students of the Newfane Central 

School District, I want to extend our thanks and appreciation to all the members of the Newfane 

community who turned out this past May to vote on the District budget.  We made a concerted effort 

this past year to try to bring greater transparency and clarity to the budget and the budget development 

process.  Thanks to a number of retirements and a modest increase in the aid we receive from New York 

State, we were able to keep our budget to budget increase to 1.5%, and the overall tax levy increase to 

just 1%.  While voter turnout was not as robust as we had hoped, we did see a dramatic increase in the 

number of votes supporting the District and our 2019-2020 school budget.  I hope that means the 

wonderful people in our community are pleased with the District and satisfied with the programs we 

offer our students, both in the classroom and in our extracurricular offerings.   

As we begin the new school year, we are excited to be reaching a critical point in the implementation of 

our multi-year “Smart Schools Investment Plan”.  This plan was developed nearly three years ago by a 

committee consisting of students, parents, teachers, support staff and administrators.  Our Smart 

Schools plan was developed to guide how the District would use the $1.6 million of grant money 

provided by New York State to bring our instructional technology up to date.  Over the summer, our 

technology department began prepping over a thousand Chromebooks and iPads for use by our 

students and in our classrooms this coming year.  These devices will provide our faculty and students the 

ability to use the latest technology to enhance instruction, maximize instructional time and engage our 

students as partners in the learning process.  This 1:1 technology roll-out will look slightly different in 

each of our buildings and will be specifically geared to each grade level; the building-by-building details 

will come from your building principal and their Planning Team.  However, regardless of the grade level, 

every device we allow our students to use will have the most up-to-date filtering software to prevent 

inappropriate use whether at school or at home. 

Hopefully by now you’ve received your copy of the Newfane Central School District calendar.  While we 

haven’t done a calendar like this for many years, the District Planning Team felt this would be a great 

way to share information and help reach our goal of keeping the entire community informed of the 

wonderful things happening in the District.  There are extras in the main offices of each building if you 

would like additional copies.  In addition to the calendar, we have also updated our District website, to 

try to provide a more user friendly platform for easier access to the information you need.  A mobile 

version of the website will be available for download soon; once we’ve worked out all the bugs we’ll be 

ready to “launch the app”. 

We continue to have a system of standing committees throughout the District to help facilitate the 

involvement of all our constituents in the decision making process in the District.  You can find a chart 

outlining this structure on our website (District Standing Committees) on the superintendent’s page.  As 

we continue the important work of these committees, we encourage and welcome the involvement of 

community members.  If you are interested in serving as a member of one of our committees, please 

send me an email message at mbaumann@newfane.wnyric.org and I will forward your name to the 

committee chairperson.   

Again, I want to thank the Newfane Community for their ongoing support of our school system.   We are 

doing everything we can to continue to provide a high quality educational experience for our students 

https://docs.google.com/viewerng/viewer?url=https://www.newfane.wnyric.org//cms/lib/NY01001283/Centricity/Domain/5/standing_committee_chart.pdf
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that will prepare them for whatever path lies ahead of them while maintaining a realistic, responsible 

budget that the community can support.  We welcome and encourage your input and feedback.  

I hope you have a great school year, and remember: “Together We Can”. 

Michael J. Baumann 

Superintendent of Schools 

716-778-6850 

 

 


